52.   HUMILITY
There is an Indian proverb that "the more the mango tree flourishes,
the more it droops". There can be no gainsaying the fact that Indians
in the Transvaal have come out of their struggle with honour, and,
what is more, without their sacred resolution having been broken. The
suffering that they have gone through must be taken as a necessary
process of purification.
The compromise contemplates the ultimate repeal of the Act,
which was the soul of the objection. The voluntary registration which
has been offered often has now been accepted, and the condition stated
in th<5 dignified, yet humble, letter written by Messrs Gandhi, Quinn
and Naidoo is that the Act is not to apply to those who voluntarily
register themselves. The Government receive all they wanted in the
way of identification, so that each party gets the substance it was striving
for. Looked at in that light, the compromise reflects credit alike on
the Government and on the Indian community. The Government
have shown their strength in having even at the eleventh hour recognized
the necessity of consulting Indian sentiment. The much-discussed
finger-prints remain, though in an elastic manner, and their acceptance
by the Indian community shows not only its prudence, but it shows
that the Indian objection has never centred round finger-prints.
We must decline to call this compromise a victory for Indians.
That were an abuse of terms, but, if it be at all applicable in
this connection, the victory is for Truth. Indians have always stated,
and rightly so, that this was a religious fight. People who only give
a superficial meaning to the word religion, have failed to see any in the
Indian struggle, but Indians themselves have thought otherwise. They
undertook it in the name of God, and they have to humble themselves
before Him for having received sufficient strength to come through
the ordeal.
Moreover, Indians have little reason to glory over the compromise,
but every incentive to walk humbly, because the work of a different
and higher type has only just commenced. The community has, of
its own asking, been put upon its trial. Instead of the law requiring
it on pain of suffering the penalties, they have incurred a moral and,
therefore, a higher obligation by offering the Government every facility
for identifying all Indians entitled to reside in the Transvaal. It is,
therefore, now constructive work, and, whilst the community has proved
itself capable of carrying on in an orderly, peaceful and perfectly
courteous manner, the necessary work of destruction, it has now to show
that it is capable of solid and substantial constructive work. When it